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Key Stage 4 Pathways for Success

When entering Year 11 you will study a number of compulsory subjects, but you will also
have the opportunity to select additional subjects to bring you success at the end of Year 12.
You will follow one of two pathways which are outlined below.

Pathway
2

Either 7 or 8
GCSEs

You will study:
• English
• Maths
• Learning Together Programme or Princes’ Trust through RE
• Non-exam PE
• Non-exam Learning for Life and Work
And four additional GCSE Subjects (2 Occupational Studies)

Pathway
1

9+ GCSEs

You will study:
• English
• Maths
• Religion
• Non-exam PE
• Non-exam Learning for Life and Work
And six additional GCSE subjects
Some classes will also study English Literature and/or Further Maths or
Statistics

2

Making the Right Choices

What do I
want to do
when I leave
School?

Do I know the
breakdown of
units for the
subjects I may
wish to study?

What subjects
am I really
good at?

Making
the Right
Choices
Have I talked
to my
teachers,
parents and
any careers
personnel?

What subjects
do I enjoy
most?
Are there new
subjects on
offer that I
may enjoy?

Additional Information on the subjects offered may be found on the examination board websites
CCEA
www.ccea.org.uk

OCR
www.ocr.org.uk

PRINCE’S TRUST

AQA
www.aqa.org,.uk

ASDAN

EDEXCEL www.edexcel.org.uk

www.asdan.org.uk

PEARSON https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-firsts.html
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www.princes-trust.org.uk

Art and Design
Examination Board

Pathway

CCEA

B

1
A

You will follow an integrated, critical, practical and theoretical study of art and design. You will also develop
an appreciation of the work of artists and designers from a range of cultural backgrounds. You can produce
work in 2D, 3D, fine art and design. This includes: drawing; painting; graphic design; textile design; lensbased media; critical and contextual studies; 3D design; and sculpture.
You will explore what is meant by the visual elements and understand how artists and designers from
different cultures and historical periods use visual elements to communicate their ideas and feelings.
You will work individually and creatively to develop personal ideas in response to any given
activity/theme/stimulus.
You will experiment with a wide range

of media, materials, techniques and new technologies to develop

your existing skills and to acquire new skills.
You will creatively investigate and develop ideas in response to a stimulus (set by CCEA), using a range of
media, materials, processes and techniques to develop your ideas and produce an outcome in fine art, craft
or design in either 2D or 3D.

You will study:
Two units are studied over two years.

Unit 1

Unit 2

The Core Portfolio (Controlled Assessment)

Working to a Stimulus (External Exam)

60% of GCSE

40% of GCSE

Post 16 Progression
AS/A2 Art and Design
AS/A2 Moving Image Arts

Career Progression
Graphic Design
Product Marketing

Interior Design
Film Animation
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Architecture

Biology

Examination Board

Pathway

CCEA

1

This specification encourages students to be inspired and develop their curiosity about the living world. It
provides insight into, and experience of, how science works. It enables students to engage with biology in their
everyday lives. You will have opportunities to develop your skills in analysis and evaluation which will be a
valuable preparation for all careers.
Unit 1 - This unit deals with cells, photosynthesis and plants, nutrition and health, enzymes and digestion,
breathing and the respiratory system, the nervous system and hormones, ecological relationships and energy
flow.
Unit 2 - This unit deals with osmosis and plant transport, chromosomes, genes, DNA, cell division, genetics and
applied genetics, reproduction, contraception and fertility, variation and selection, circulatory system,
microorganisms, defence against disease, medicines and drugs.

You will study:
Three units are studied over two years.

Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 3

Cells, Living Processes and

Cells, Living Processes and

Practical Skills

Biodiversity (External Exam)

Biodiversity (External Exam)

(Controlled Assessment)

35% of GCSE

40% of GCSE

25% of GCSE

Post 16 Progression
AS/A2 Biology
AS/A2 BTEC Level 3 Applied Science

Career Progression
Nursing, Pharmacy, Radiography, Physiotherapy, Forensics, Medicine
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Business and Communications Systems

Examination Board

Pathway

CCEA

1

This course is very relevant to today’s business world. It helps students understand the organisation of business
and their methods of communication as well as the role of ICT in business activities for example the rise of ebusiness.
The course helps students develop a practical ICT and business skills that are useful in a diverse range of
employment roles.

You will study:
Three units are studied over two years.

Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 3

Software Applications for Business

The Business Environment

Developing Digital Solutions

Computer Based Exam

External Exam

Controlled Assessment

40% of GCSE

35% of GCSE

25% of GCSE

Post 16 Progression
Cambridge Technical Level 3 ICT – Single Award or Double Award
Cambridge Technical Level 3 Business

Career Progression
This course will give a good insight into any third level qualification that has either Business or ICT content. It
also gives an insight into some of the tasks involved in any office management type employment, allowing
students to be prepared for digital age we work and live in.
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Business Studies

Examination Board

Pathway

CCEA

1

Business Studies is a very exciting way to view the economy of Northern Ireland. As Business is all around you –
you never have to look very far to get good examples of the content of the specification in Business Studies.
GCSE Business Studies has been designed to encourage students to develop an understanding of the organisation
of businesses, how businesses are financed; the culture of business; and the role of business within the local
community, in Northern Ireland and internationally.

You will study:
Three units are studied over two years.

Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 3

Creating a Business, Marketing &

Human Resources, Business

Controlled Assessment:

Business Operations

Growth, Finance

Planning a Business

External Exam – Year 11

External Exam – Year 12

20% of GCSE

40% of GCSE

40 % of GCSE

Post 16 Progression
AS/A2 Business Studies

Career Progression
Accountancy
Business Management
Human Resources
Marketing
Law
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Chemistry

Examination Board

Pathway

CCEA

1

In this qualification you will develop your knowledge and understanding of Chemistry and its effects on society;
develop and apply your observational, practical, modelling, enquiry and problem-solving skills; learn about the
scientific process; and develop your ability to critically analyse and evaluate claims based on science.
Units include:
Structures, Trends, Chemical Reactions and Analysis - Atoms and how bonding allows them to form bigger
structures, The Periodic Table, equations and chemical calculations, acids, bases and salts, tests for ions and
solubility.
Further Chemical Reactions and Organic Chemistry - Different kinds of chemical reactions and measuring how
fast they occur, water, non-metals and their compounds, organic Chemistry.

You will study:
Three units are studied over two years.

Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 3

Structures, Trends, Chemical

Further Chemical Reactions

Practical Skills

Reactions and Analysis (External

and Organic Chemistry

(Controlled Assessment)

Exam)

(External Exam)

25% of GCSE

35% of GCSE

40% of GCSE

Post 16 Progression
AS/A2 Chemistry
AS/A2 BTEC Level 3 Applied Science

Career Progression
Medicine, Radiography, Nursing, Pharmacy, Physiotherapy, Forensics
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Child Development

Examination Board

Pathway

CCEA

1

Unit 1: Parenthood, Pregnancy and the Newborn Baby: In this unit, students learn about parental responsibilities,
the development of a healthy pregnancy, the stages of labour, birth and the care of a new born baby.
Unit 2: The Development of the Child (0-5 Years): In this unit, students learn about the needs of a child and the
importance of all aspects of a child’s health and development from 0-5 years.
Unit 3: Investigation Task: In this unit students carry out a task that develops unique transferable skills. Students
use the given task title to choose one issue for further research. They plan and carry out activities to produce an
outcome and then evaluate all aspects of the task.

You will study:
Three units are studied over two years.

Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 3

External written examination
(1 hour 15 minutes) 75 marks

External written examination
(1 hour 15 minutes) 75 marks

Controlled assessment 100 marks

The written paper includes multiplechoice, short and structured
questions, and questions requiring
extended writing.

The written paper includes
multiple-choice, short and
structured questions, and
questions requiring extended
writing.

Students complete one task from a
choice of two Controlled Assessment

30% of GCSE

30% of GCSE

40% of GCSE

Post 16 Progression
AS/A2 Health and Social Care (Single Award)
AS/A2 Health and Social Care (Double Award)

Career Progression
Health and Social Care Sector: Medicine, nursing, midwifery. Education: Primary and secondary school teaching,
learning assistant. Early Years Setting: Crèche, Nursery school, preschool.
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Construction and the Built Environment

Examination Board

Pathway

CCEA

1

You will gain knowledge and understanding and technical expertise within the Construction sector. This
covers a wide range of disciplines including CAD. Students can develop their background knowledge
and core knowledge of the construction industry.
Develop knowledge of the materials and sustainable methods used in domestic and commercial
construction.

You will study:
Four units are studied over two years.

Unit 1
Introduction to the Built
Environment
(External Exam)
20% of GCSE

Unit 2

Unit 3

Unit4

Sustainable
Construction

The Construction
Project

(External Exam)
30% of GCSE

(Controlled Assessment)
25% of GCSE

Craft

Computer Aided Design in
Construction.
(Controlled
25% of GCSE

Assessment)

Post 16 Progression
AS/A2 Technology and Design
Btec Engineering

Career Progression
This course provides a solid foundation for progression to job roles within the Construction sector or any modern
apprenticeship schemes.
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Contemporary Crafts
Examination Board

Pathway
2
B1

CCEA

This is an exciting and artistic practical GCSE. You will develop your making skills and have the
opportunity to respond to a real project brief. You will also learn about the creative industries as
you explore the work of practitioners in different craft disciplines.

You will study:
Two units are studied over two years.

Unit 1

Unit 2

Making: Exploring Materials, Techniques and
Processes (Controlled Assessment 60% of GCSE)

Working to a Brief (40% of GCSE)
You will be expected to use all the knowledge and
skills you acquire in Component 1 and put them into
You will explore and become proficient in at least two practice.
craft disciplines (e.g. ceramics, furniture, glass, metal,
silversmithing and jewellery, stone, textiles, wood.)
You will respond to the set brief by:
•
carrying out preparatory work;
•
investigating the work of other
1. Portfolio of Practical Work
practitioners;
2. Learning File
•
producing a project plan;
•
producing the final outcome;
•
completing a written evaluation of
your work in response to the brief; and
•
completing all the work within agreed
deadlines.

Post 16 Progression
AS/A2 Art and Design
AS/A2 Moving Images Art

Career Progression
Graphic Design
Product Marketing

Interior Design
Film Animation
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Architecture

COPE

Examination Board

Pathway

Asdan

2

This Certificate of Personal Effectiveness (COPE) qualification provides pupils with the opportunity to gain credit
what for they have learnt from a wide variety of activities both from inside and outside school. It can help pupils
to develop and show a range of skills:







Introduction to Working with Others
Introduction to Improving Learning and Performance
Introduction to Problem Solving
Planning and Carrying out a Piece of Research
Communication through Discussion
Planning and Giving an Oral Presentation

You will study:
Six skill areas are to be demonstrated over two years through a range of units.

Units Available


Work Related Learning and



The Environment



Science and Technology

Enterprise



Vocational and



International Links

Diploma Preparation



Expressive Arts

Health and Fitness



Beliefs and Values



Citizenship and Community



Sport and Leisure



Independent Living



Post 16 Progression
Recognised qualification for entry to Post 16 study.

Career Progression
The skills learned throughout this course will appeal to many future employers. These skills include working
with others, problem solving, planning and carrying out research, communication, presenting to an audience
and leadership.
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Digital Technology

Examination Board

Pathway

CCEA

1

The course allows for students to become independent and discerning users of digital technology, allowing
them to acquire creative and technical skills in a range of contexts. It will develop their understanding of
current and emerging technologies and the legal, social, economic, ethical and environmental impact of
digital technology.

You will study:
Three units from a choice of five are studied over two years.

Unit 1
Compulsory
Digital Technology
(External Examination)
30% of GCSE

Route A

Route B

Unit 2: Digital Authoring Concepts:
(External Examination)
40% of GCSE

Unit 4: Digital Development
Concepts: (External
Examination) 40% of GCSE

Unit 3: Digital Authoring Practice:
(Controlled Assessment)
30% of GCSE

Unit 5: Digital Development
Practice (Controlled
Assessment) 30% of GCSE

Post 16 Progression
CCEA GCE Digital Technology
Cambridge Technical Level 3 IT Extended Certificate Single Award
Cambridge Technical Level 3 IT Extended Certificate Double Award (2 A levels)

Career Progression
Engineering, Digital Interactive Media Career, Web Designer, ICT Project Manager, IT Engineer, Software
Development .
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Drama

Examination Board

Pathway

CCEA

1

Drama at GCSE offers students a unique opportunity to develop not only their skills as actors, but their
understanding of theatre from the perspective of other industry professionals, such as designers and directors.
The course covers a wide variety of content, giving students the opportunity to:







Improve their practical performance skills
Work creatively in collaboration with others
Study professional practice within the industry
Improve knowledge of scripts
Attend trips to theatre performances and professional workshops
Develop a strong fundamental knowledge of Drama and the theatre industry.

You will study:
Three units are studied over two years.

Component 1

Component 2

Component 3

Devised Performance
Filmed Performance and written
assessment 25%

Scripted Performance
Performance to visiting examiner
35%

Knowledge and Understanding of
Drama
Written Paper (exam) 40%

In this component students will have
the opportunity to work independently
to create an original piece of drama.
This unit takes place in term 2 and 3 or
year 11.

This component allows students to
begin exploring professional work and
further developing their skills as
performers. This unit takes place in
term 1 and 2 of year 12.

The written paper is where student’s
knowledge and understanding of
Drama theory comes together.
Students will study a set text and
approach this from the perspective of
a designer, director and actor.

Post 16 Progression
AS/A2 Drama, AS/A2 Performing Arts, BTEC Level 3 – Performing Arts

Career Progression A GCSE in Drama tells prospective employers and education providers that you have
developed: Creative thinking skills, communication skills, the ability to work in a team, public speaking skills and
the ability to take direction.
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Engineering and Manufacturing

Examination Board

Pathway

CCEA

1

You will gain knowledge and understanding and technical expertise within the Engineering sector. This
covers a wide range of disciplines including mechanical, civil, electrical, electronic, chemical,
biochemical, materials, aeronautical and marine sectors.
As there are many sectors, which rely on engineering, the jobs could vary greatly and your interests,
skills and knowledge will be utilised. Engineering is such a huge industry that there are jobs at every
level, from technicians who have a craft to apply, through supervisors of sections and units, to managers
who plan out the whole strategy.

You will study:
Three units are studied over two years.

Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 3

Engineering Design and Graphical
Communication

Engineering Production

Engineering Technology

(Controlled Assessment)

(Practical Exam)
25% of GCSE

(External Exam)

25% of GCSE

50% of GCSE

Post 16 Progression
AS/A2 Technology and Design

Career Progression
This course provides a solid foundation for progression to job roles within the Engineering sector or any modern
apprenticeship schemes.
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English Language

Examination Board

Pathway

CCEA

1

2

GCSE English Language encourages students to explore and respond, both imaginatively and critically, to a variety
of texts. Students use reading to improve their writing skills. They also enhance their understanding of how
language variations relate to identity and cultural diversity.
Studying this revised specification develops key transferable skills, such as selecting and adapting speech and
writing to suit different situations and audiences.
Students have the opportunity to receive recognition of achievement in Functional English. They can also use
texts that they are studying for our GCSE in English Literature as the stimulus for controlled assessment tasks.

You will study:
Three units are studied over two years.

Unit 1
Writing for purpose and
audience and reading to
access non-fiction text
and media texts.

Unit 2

Unit 3

Speaking and Listening.

The study of spoken and
written language.

Controlled Assessment
Task - 20%

Controlled Assessment
Task - 20%

Unit 4
Personal or creative
writing and reading
literacy and non-fiction
text.
External Exam – 30%

External Exam - 30%

Post 16 Progression
GCSE English Language is relevant to all further paths of study.

Career Progression
Media, Advertising, Marketing, Law, Teaching, Sound basis for all employment.
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English Literature

Examination Board

Pathway

CCEA

1

GCSE English Literature allows students to demonstrate their ability to respond critically and imaginatively to a
wide range of texts over two years. Students are given the opportunity to confidently convey ideas and opinions
clearly and to explore and respond to different points of views.
During the course you will engage with a range of stimuli to develop:






critical thinking skills
demonstrate self-management
work effectively with others
evaluate their own work
communicate effectively in written format.

You will study:
Three units are studied over two years.

Unit 1
The study of Prose
(External Exam)
30% of GCSE

Unit 2
The study of Drama and Poetry
(External Exam)
50% of GCSE

Post 16 Progression
AS/A2 English Literature

Career Progression
Teaching
Journalism
Librarianship
Law
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Unit 3
The study of Shakespeare
(Controlled Assessment Task)
20% of GCSE

Further Maths

Examination Board

1

Pathway

CCEA

Further Mathematics is offered to those students, who at the end of Year 10 have shown the highest level of
attainment in the year group and a natural ability for Mathematics. Pupils will undertake their GCSE Mathematics
in 1 year in Year 11 and then study Further Mathematics in Year 12.
Further Mathematics involves studying mathematics at a level beyond GCSE Higher Tier. It can act as a stepping
stone that gives students a sound basis for studying GCE Mathematics, introducing some of the mechanics and
statistics topics that appear at AS/A2 level.

You will study:
Three units are studied over two years.

Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 3

Unit 1: Pure Mathematics

Unit 2: Mechanics

Unit 3: Statistics

Algebra, trigonometry,
differentiation, integration,
logarithms, matrices and vectors.

Exploring kinematics, vectors, and
forces.

Exploring measures of central
tendency and measures of
dispersion, probability and
bivariate analysis.

(External Exam)
25% of GCSE
(External Exam)
50% of GCSE

(External Exam)
25% of GCSE

Post 16 Progression
AS/A2 Mathematics

Career Progression
Accountancy and finance
Actuarial careers
Statistician careers
Engineering
Meteorology
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Geography

Examination Board

CCEA

Pathway

1

Geography has probably never been more relevant than it is today – when we think of what reaches
the news and has an impact on us, we can make a direct link with Geography, e.g. flooding, extreme
weather, renewable technologies, natural disasters and travel and tourism.
Being a good Geographer means being interested in anything you see, hear or read, about places and
environments. This approach makes it not only an interesting subject to study, but also a subject that
will be relevant to your daily life today, tomorrow and forever.
The course covers a wide range of new, relevant and interesting topics in both Physical and Human
Geography. It also teaches many practical transferable skills, which will be useful in other areas of study
and for future careers.

You will study:
Three units are studied over two years.

Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 3

Understanding our Natural World
(External Exam) 40% of GCSE

Living in Our World
(External Exam) 40% of GCSE

Fieldwork
(External Exam) 20% of GCSE

Topics: Rivers, Coasts, Weather and
Climate and The Restless Earth.

Topics: Population, Migration,
Changing Urban Areas, World
Development and Managing our
Environment.

Students undertake a piece of
fieldwork (1 day River Study) and
use their experience to answer
exam questions. There will be an
additional cost for field study.

Post 16 Progression
AS/A2 Geography
Level 3 Travel and Tourism

Career Progression
Education, Surveyor, Planning and development Surveyor, Environmental Consultant, GIS officer, Conservation
officer, Recycling officer.
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Government and Politics

Examination Board

CCEA

Pathway

1

The study of GCSE Politics is both interesting and beneficial. It ‘opens the door’ to a wide range of
careers. It is current and will give you an understanding of why things happen, why/how decisions are
made and how you can get involved and influence the decisions made by politicians. Skills developed
whilst completing the course are skills which are extremely useful in the work place – ICT, data handling,
working with facts and figures, research, using evidence, and presenting arguments.
Year 11: You will study Democracy in Action which includes:
Political ideas and concepts, Decision-making in a democracy, Elections and voting in a democracy,
Political parties in a democracy, Political information in a democracy, Taking action in a democracy
Year 12: You will study International Politics in Action which includes:
Interdependence, Conflict and its resolution, Northern Ireland – conflict and resolution in practice,
Global Action on Poverty, Migration

You will study:
Two units are studied over two years.

Unit 1

Unit 2

Democracy in Action (External Exam)

International Politics in Action (External Exam)

50% of GCSE

50% of GCSE

Post 16 Progression
AS/A2 Government and Politics

Career Progression
Government, Law, Journalism, Civil Servant, Public affairs consultant, Research officer, Media, Business, Education
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Health and Social Care

Examination Board

Pathway

CCEA

1

GCSE Health and Social Care provides opportunities for students to develop a broad knowledge and
understanding of what is required for working in the health, social care and early years sectors.
In particular, they learn about:










human development through the main life stages and age ranges;
factors affecting health and development, including behavioural, environmental, physical and socioeconomic factors;
how relationships influence social and emotional development;
how a range of factors influence self-concept;
major life changes and sources of support;
how health and social care services meet a range of service users’ needs;
barriers to health and social care services and how they can be overcome;
job roles of a range of practitioners and how they apply the values of care in their day-to-day work; and
the importance of safeguarding in health, social care and early years settings.

You will study:
Two units are studied over two years.

Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 1: Personal Development, Health and WellBeing

Unit 2: Working in the Health, Social Care and Early
Years Sectors

External written examination 1 hour 30 minutes

Controlled Assessment Task

Unit 1 Exam weighting: 50%

Unit 2 CAT weighting: 50%

Post 16 Progression
AS/A2 Health and Social Care (Single Award)
AS/A2 Health and Social Care (Double Award)

Career Progression
Many students with a qualification in this subject go on to degree-level study in a variety of subjects including:
Medicine, nursing, midwifery, physiotherapy, occupational therapy, speech therapy. Education: Primary and
secondary school teaching, learning assistant. Early Years Setting: Crèche, Nursery school, preschool.
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History

Examination Board

CCEA

Pathway

1

History is an extremely popular choice for GCSE as it contains all the ingredients of an enjoyable subject for you
– good stories, famous personalities as well as looking at the important events of the 20 th century. History
teaches you not only about the past but also to think, to make decisions, reach conclusions and to understand
what complex human beings we all are. Studying History at GCSE can give you a wide background knowledge of
important events in 20th century Ireland and Europe. Studying History will help you to understand today’s world
and its many problems!

You will study:
Two units are studied over two years.

Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 1A: Life in Nazi Germany, 1933 – 1945

International Relations, 1945 – 2003

Unit 1B: Britain, Northern Ireland and the Republic of
Ireland, 1965 – 1998

(External Exam)
40% of GCSE

(External Exam)
60% of GCSE

Post 16 Progression
AS/A2 History

Career Progression
Government, Historian, Law, Museum Studies, Teaching, Librarianship, Journalism, Business, Criminology
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Home Economics: Food and Nutrition

Examination Board

Pathway

CCEA

1

This specification encourages students to adopt a critical and analytical approach to decision-making and
problem-solving in relation to Home Economics.
Through studying this specification, students develop knowledge and understanding of:


Home Economics



practical Home Economics skills



diet and health



how to be a discerning consumer



issues that affect the quality of human life



human needs within a multicultural society and



relevant technological and scientific developments.

You will study:
Two units are studied over two years.

Unit 1

Unit 2

Food and Nutrition
(External Exam)
50% of GCSE

Practical Food and Nutrition
(Controlled Assessment Task)
50% of GCSE

Post 16 Progression
AS/A2 Health and Social Care (Single Award)
AS/A2 Health and Social Care (Double Award)

Career Progression
Home Economist, Food Journalist, Nutritionist, Health Promotion, Health Care, Social Care
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Information & Creative Technology (ICT)
BTEC First Award

Examination Board

Pathway

BTEC

2

1

The course has been designed to inspire and enthuse learners to become technology savvy – producers of
technology products and system and not just consumers. It explores the fundamentals of technology and
gain the practical skills, knowledge and understanding to design, make and review.

You will study:
Three units are studied over two years

Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 3

The Online World

A Digital Portfolio

Website Development

Computer Based Exam

Portfolio

Portfolio

25% of GCSE

25% of GCSE

50% of GCSE

Post 16 Progression
Cambridge Technical Level 3 IT Extended Certificate – Single Award
Cambridge Technical Level 3 IT Extended Certificate – Double Award (2 A Levels)

Career Progression
Web Development, ICT Project Manager, Business Administrator, Digital Marketing Assistant, Software Help Desk
Assistant
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OCN NI Level 2 Certificate in Information
Technology Applications

Examination Board

Pathway

OCN

2

In today’s technological world, ICT is an important and worthwhile qualification. No matter what you
decide to do when you leave school, the chances are you will end up working with ICT. This qualification
will help you understand more about how and why ICT operates in the way it does.

The aim of the course is to give pupils the opportunity to


Develop their knowledge and understanding of IT



Develop skills and competence in IT which could include: basic desktop technology, security
management, IT support processes and tools, the use of communications and mobile technologies



Prepare for employment in a specific occupational sector

You will study:
Four units are studied over two years, and all units must be completed to attain the qualification

Unit 1
Spreadsheet Software

Unit 2
Word Processing

Unit 3
Multimedia

Unit 4
Using The Internet

Portfolio Based

Portfolio Based

Portfolio Based

Portfolio Based

25% of GCSE

25% of GCSE

25% of GCSE

25% of GCSE

Post 16 Progression
Cambridge Technical Level 3 IT Extended Certificate – Single Award

Career Progression
Assistant Application Specialist, Business Administrator, Social/Digital Marketing Assistant, Web Development
Assistant, Software Help Desk Assistant.
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The Learning Together Programme

Examination Board

Pathway

CCEA

2

The Learning Together Programme is a new initiative between the Education Authority Youth Services and select
post-primary schools across three regions within E.A. It is taught through the RE Department.
The course will be delivered off-campus in Brownlow Resource Centre for 4 periods per week. It is a two year
programme leading up to an award of a GCSE grade B if all modules are completed satisfactorily.
The programme will enable the linking of formal and non-formal learning, building on the complementary
contributions of teachers and youth workers that help young people prepare for employment and life. Core
elements of the Programme are delivered, collaboratively, by teachers and professional Youth Workers.
The Programme, building on previously successful collaboration between the Youth Service and schools sector,
offers a range of specialised and accredited courses aimed at ensuring that young people maximise their
opportunities for learning while at school.

You will study:
Ten units are studied over two years.

Units




Improving Confidence and Self
Esteem
Individual Rights and
Responsibilities
Personal Identity and Self
Esteem








Prejudice and Discrimination
Drugs and Substance Misuse
Valuing Equality and Diversity
Understanding Relationships
Peer Pressure
Resilience








Enrichment Activities
Understanding Risk
Teamwork Skills
Mentoring Programme
Transitions

Post 16 Progression
Recognised qualification for entry to Post 16 study.

Career Progression
The skills learned throughout this course will appeal to many future employers. These skills include teamwork,
communication and problem solving.
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GCSE Learning for Life and Work

Examination Board

Pathway

CCEA

1

The subject is divided into three areas of study:
Local and Global Citizenship
This area of study gives students the opportunities to:
•
develop the knowledge, understanding and skills they need to participate positively and
effectively in their communities and wide society.
•
influence democratic processes and make informed and responsible decisions as local and
global citizens throughout their lives.
Personal Development
This area of study gives students the opportunity to:
•
develop a deeper understanding of their own personal development; and
•
assess and learn how to manage the challenges that they may face throughout life.
Employability
This area of study gives students opportunities to:
 develop the personal qualities, skills, knowledge, understanding
 and attitudes that will give them a strong foundation for lifelong learning and work in a rapidly
changing
 economic environment.
You will study:
Four units are studied over two years.
Unit 1
Controlled
Assessment 40%

Unit 2

Unit 3

Local and Global Citizenship
(External Exam) 20%

Personal Development
(External Exam) 20%

Unit 4
Employability
(External Exam) 20%

Post 16 Progression
This qualification enables students to progress to study subjects such as Business Studies, Health and
Social Care, and Economics.
Career Progression
It is a good foundation for careers in business, finance, marketing, human resources and research.
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Maths

Examination Board

Pathway

CCEA

1

2

This specification builds on the knowledge, understanding and skills developed through the Key Stage
3 Curriculum for Maths. It aims to encourage you to:
 Develop fluent knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematical methods and concepts;
 Acquire, select and apply mathematical techniques to solve problems;
 Reason mathematically, make deductions and inferences and draw conclusions; and
 Comprehend, interpret and communicate mathematical information in a variety of forms
appropriate to the information and context.

You will study:
Two units are studied over two years.

Foundation Tier (Grades C* - F)
will be assessed:
Unit M1 or M2
External written
examination with
calculator
(1 hour and 45 minutes)
45% of GCSE

Unit M5 or M6
Two external written
examinations:
Paper 1 without a
calculator
(1 hour)
Paper 2 with a
calculator
(1 hour)

Higher Tier (Grades A* - C)
will be assessed:
Unit M3 or M4
External written
examination with
calculator
(2 hours)
45% of GCSE

55% of GCSE

Unit M7 or M8
Two external written
examinations:
Paper 1 without a
calculator
(1 hour and 15 minutes)
Paper 2 with a
calculator
(1 hour and 15 minutes)
55% of GCSE

Post 16 Progression
AS/A2 Mathematics

Career Progression
Accounting, Medicine, Engineering, Finance, Business, IT, Consultancy, Scientific Research, Programming,
Construction, Astrophysics.
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Media Studies

Examination Board

Pathway

AQA

1

Today the world is saturated by the mass media. To study Media is to understand the world we live in. GCSE
Media Studies develops critical thinking, analytical skills and creativity.
This course is made up of both written and practical work. In order to understand the Media, you will cover the
main key concepts (media language, audience, representation and institutions) you will learn how to apply these
concepts across a range of media platforms including film, the internet, newspapers and radio.
For the course you will have the opportunity to use the most up to date editing software in our I Mac suite.

You will study:
Three units are studied over two years.

Unit 1
Section A: Media Language and
Media Representation
Section B: Media industries and
Media Audiences
(External Exam)
35% of GCSE

Unit 2
Section A: Based on a screening
from an extract of one of the
television Close Study Products and
can test any area of the theoretical
framework.
Section B: Based on newspapers,
online, social and participatory
media and video games and can
test any area of the framework.
(External Exam)
35% of GCSE

Post 16 Progression
AS/A2 Media Studies
BTEC Creative Digital Media Production

Career Progression
Broadcasting, Film making, Journalism, Public Relations, Marketing, Advertising.
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Unit
3
Application of knowledge and
understanding of the
theoretical framework.
Ability to create media
products
(Internally assessed)
30% of GCSE

Modern Languages (French/Irish)

Examination Board

Pathway

CCEA

1

In today’s multicultural society, being able to speak one or more language provides students with a wealth of
opportunities and benefits.
New worlds are opened up when learning languages. Whether it is to get the most out of foreign travel, hobbies,
interests or career development, immersion in the culture and language of another country or region helps our
understanding of the world around us.
Modern Language qualifications are an ideal passport to this incredible and rewarding journey.

You will study:
Four units are studied over two years.

Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 3

Unit 4

Listening: (External Exam)

Speaking: (Controlled

Reading: (External Exam)

Writing: (External Exam )

25% of GCSE

Assessment) 25% of GCSE

25% of GCSE

25% of GCSE

Post 16 Progression
AS/A2 French or Irish

Career Progression
Translation, Publishing, Teaching, Interpreting, Financial Sectors, Working abroad, Government work, Media .
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Moving Image
Pathway

Examination Board

1

CCEA

B

The CCEA GCSE Moving Image Arts specification is unique in the UK, giving students the
opportunity to develop audio visual literacy and creativity through hands-on learning in the craft of
moving image arts.
Students develop a broad critical understanding of film language, narrative, representation and
audience in both theory and practice. They investigate films from a variety of genres and contexts,
demonstrating the ability to analyse and evaluate creative purpose. They also experiment with a range
of film-making techniques, including animation, and cre ate their own complete moving image
portfolios. Students acquire a range of skills on this course such as leading and working with teams
and managing resources and creative processes independently, with initiative and creative enterprise.

You will study:
Component 1

Component 2

Component 3

Critical Understanding of Creative
and Technical Moving Image
Production
Compulsory online examination
1 hour 30 mins - features:
 a range of previously unseen audio
and visual stimuli and short film
sequences;
 questions that assess knowledge and
understanding of film language,
practices, techniques and contexts;
 scenario-based questions that assess
creative and production
management skills; and
 questions that assess analysis and
evaluation of film language,
audience and purpose.

Acquisition of Skills in
Moving Image
Production
Compulsory controlled
assessment tasks

Planning and Making a Moving Image
Product.
Compulsory controlled assessment
portfolio
Students produce a live-action or animated
film portfolio from a selection of genrespecific production briefs that we provide.
The portfolio must feature:
 a research analysis;
 preproduction material;
 a completed moving image
product; and
 an evaluation.
We set the portfolio task, teachers mark it
and CCEA moderate it.

40%

Students complete four
tasks specified in the
Component 2 Task
Booklet:
 storyboarding;
 camera and
editing;
 sound; and
 animation.
We set the tasks, teachers
mark them and we
moderate them.
20%

40%

Post 16 Progression
GCE A2/AS Media Studies

Career Progression
Broadcasting

AS/A2 Moving Images Art
Film Making

Marketing
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Advertising

Music

Examination Board

Pathway

CCEA

1

GCSE Music is about making and listening to Music. It covers performing, composing and listening in a wide
variety of musical styles – popular music, gaming music, world music and classical music. There are opportunities
to use music technology and such as sequencing/sound mixing and recording.
You will enjoy this course if you want to study a subject that involves performing, listening, and composing music.
It will give you the opportunity to play/sing music with others as well as learn about the technologies used. The
subject is 65% practical/coursework based and 35% theory test.

You will study:
Three units are studied over two years.

Unit 1
Composing and Appraising:
(Controlled Assessment)
30% of GCSE

Unit 2
Performing and Appraising:
(Controlled Assessment)
35% of GCSE

Unit 3
Listening and Appraising: (External
Exam)
35% of GCSE

Post 16 Progression
AS/A2 Music
BTEC Level 3 Music Technology
BTEC Level 3 Music Performance.

Career Progression
Sound Engineer, Music Production, Music for film/games, Performer, Music Therapy/Nursing/Occupational
Therapy, Journalism, Teaching – peripatetic, primary, and secondary, Entertainment Attorney, Web
designer. Music provides transferable skills which are highly sought after in the fields of Medicine and Law.
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Occupational Studies
Business and Services – Childcare: The play Environment/Physical Care of Babies

Examination Board

CCEA

Pathway

2

Occupational Studies allows learners to learn for work, through work and about work. This hands-on approach is
ideal for those who prefer to develop their skills in a more practical, occupational environment. They carry out
tasks to gather the required assessment evidence in a portfolio for each unit. Tasks include answering questions,
carrying out practical activities and evaluating their own performance . To achieve a qualification, learners must
take two units from an occupational area.
Physical Care of Babies unit includes: Health and Safety, materials, skills, procedures, safety, independence,
hygiene requirements, evaluation.
The Play Environment unit includes: Health and Safety, materials, language development, equipment and
activities that encourage language, reading skills, visual aids, setting up a book corner, creating a game,
evaluation.

You will study:
Two units are studied over one year.

Unit 1

Unit 2

Childcare: The Play Environment

The Physical Care of babies

Portfolio based

Portfolio based

50% of GCSE

50% of GCSE

Post 16 Progression
Recognised qualification to Post 16 study.

Career Progression
This qualification gives a sound foundation for jobs relating to the childcare industry.
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Occupational Studies
Engineering and Engineering Services – CAD/ Manufacturing
Techniques

Examination Board

CCEA

Pathway

2

Occupational Studies allows learners to learn for work, through work and about work. This hands-on approach is
ideal for those who prefer to develop their skills in a more practical, occupational environment. They carry out
tasks to gather the required assessment evidence in a portfolio for each unit. Tasks include answering questions,
carrying out practical activities and evaluating their own performance . To achieve a qualification, learners must
take two units from an occupational area.
In the Computer Aided Design unit you will have the option of creating drawings in a range of areas such as
architecture, manufacturing and manufacturing. You will also learn about Health and Safety issues in CAD as well
as looking at route drafting techniques.
In the Manufacturing Techniques - Hand Fitting unit you will develop the techniques to measure, cut, file, drill
and thread component parts. You will select and use appropriate hand tools and measuring equipment to
manufacture various parts to assemble a finished product. 60% practical 40% booklet work.

You will study:
Two units are studied over one year.

Unit 1

Unit 2

Computer Aided Design

Managing Techniques – Hand fitting

Portfolio based

Portfolio based

50% of GCSE

50% of GCSE

Post 16 Progression
Recognised qualification to Post 16 study.

Career Progression
Apprenticeships in Bench Joinery/Carpentry, CAD/CAD employment, Construction work, Site work, Engineering
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Occupational Studies
Design and Creativity – Interior Design/Textiles and Fashion Design

Examination Board

CCEA

Pathway

B

F

Occupational Studies allows learners to learn for work, through work and about work. This hands-on approach
is ideal for those who prefer to develop their skills in a more practical, occupational environment. They carry
out tasks to gather the required assessment evidence in a portfolio for each unit. Tasks include answering
questions, carrying out practical activities and evaluating their own performance. To achieve a qualification,
learners must take two units from an occupational area.
Interior Design unit includes: Health and Safety, related careers, materials, design brief, plan of work, use of
materials and design, time constraints and costing, creativity in interior design, end product and evaluation.
Textile and Fashion Design unit includes: Health and safety, related careers, materials, design and record ideas
to a design brief, equipment and techniques, effective use of textiles and design, time management, creativity in
fashion design, end product, evaluation.

You will study:
Two units are studied over one year.

Unit 1

Unit 2

Interior Design

Textile and Fashion Design

Portfolio based

Portfolio based

50% of GCSE

50% of GCSE

Post 16 Progression
Recognised qualification to Post 16 study.

Career Progression
This qualification gives a sound foundation for jobs relating to fashion design and interior design.
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Occupational Studies
Technology and Innovation – Digital Music/Sound Production

Examination Board

Pathway

CCEA

2

Occupational Studies allows learners to learn for work, through work and about work. This hands-on approach
is ideal for those who prefer to develop their skills in a more practical, occupational environment. They carry
out tasks to gather the required assessment evidence in a portfolio for each unit. Tasks include answering
questions, carrying out practical activities and evaluating their own performance. To achieve a qualification,
learners must take two units from an occupational area.
In the Digital Music unit you will develop skills to use appropriate software to create, record, edit and arrange
mixed audio. You will identify different music genres and structures, understand copyright legislation, review the
music of others as well as producing a final track.
In the Sound Production unit you will take your own personal interests in music and present them to others. You
will have the opportunity to record your own work, mix your own music or make compilations of your favourite
music or artists.

You will study:
Two units are studied over one year.

Unit 1

Unit 2

Digital Music

Sound Production

Portfolio based

Portfolio based

50% of GCSE

50% of GCSE

Post 16 Progression
Recognised qualification to Post 16 study.
Level 3 Music Technology

Career Progression
Recording Engineer, Sound Engineer, Audio Engineer, Production Assistant, Disc Jockey, Music for film/gaming.
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Occupational Studies
Business and Services – Facial skin Care/Manicure and Nail Art

Examination Board

Pathway

CCEA

2

Occupational Studies allows learners to learn for work, through work and about work. This hands-on approach is
ideal for those who prefer to develop their skills in a more practical, occupational environment. They carry out
tasks to gather the required assessment evidence in a portfolio for each unit. Tasks include answering questions,
carrying out practical activities and evaluating their own performance . To achieve a qualification, learners must
take two units from an occupational area.
Both the Facial Skin Care and Manicure and Nail Art units include: Health and safety, related careers, materials,
client consultation, preparation of client and work area, selection of equipment, treatment/service, aftercare
advice and client feedback and evaluation.

You will study:
Two units are studied over one year.

Unit 1

Unit 2

Facial Skin Care

Manicure and Nail Art

Portfolio based

Portfolio based

50% of GCSE

50% of GCSE

Post 16 Progression
Recognised qualification to Post 16 study.

Career Progression
This qualification gives a sound foundation for jobs relating to the beauty industry as well as leading to
apprenticeships in this area.
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Occupational Studies
Environment and Society – Running a Leisure Event/Sports Leadership

Examination Board

Pathway

CCEA

2

Occupational Studies allows learners to learn for work, through work and about work. This hands-on approach is
ideal for those who prefer to develop their skills in a more practical, occupational environment. They carry out
tasks to gather the required assessment evidence in a portfolio for each unit. Tasks include answering questions,
carrying out practical activities and evaluating their own performance . To achieve a qualification, learners must
take two units from an occupational area.
The Running a Leisure Event unit includes: Health and safety, related careers, materials, action plan, skills,
personal appearance, effective communication with team members, contribute to running an event,
questionnaire and feedback,
evaluation.
The Sports Leadership unit includes: Health and safety, materials, objectives, session plan, run the sports session,
effective communication skills, motivation, questionnaire and evaluation, task evaluation.

You will study:
Two units are studied over one year.

Unit 1

Unit 2

Running a Leisure Event

Sports Leadership

Portfolio based

Portfolio based

50% of GCSE

50% of GCSE

Post 16 Progression
Recognised qualification to Post 16 study.

Career Progression
This qualification gives a sound foundation for jobs relating to the sports industry and event management.
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Occupational Studies
Environment and Society – Tour Guiding/Working in Tourism

Examination Board

CCEA

Pathway

2

Occupational Studies allows learners to learn for work, through work and about work. This hands-on approach is
ideal for those who prefer to develop their skills in a more practical, occupational environment. They carry out
tasks to gather the required assessment evidence in a portfolio for each unit. Tasks include answering questions,
carrying out practical activities and evaluating their own performance . To achieve a qualification, learners must
take two units from an occupational area.
The Tour Guiding unit includes: Health and safety, related careers, materials, careers leaflets, itinerary planning,
design a map, risk assessment, undertake role of tour guide, meet and greet a foreign visitor, evaluation.
The Working in Tourism unit includes: Health and safety, related careers, materials, working as part of a team,
communication skills, setting objectives, customer service skills, promotion of product and services, present
tourism information, evaluation.

You will study:
Two units are studied over one year.

Unit 1

Unit 2

Tour Guiding

Working in Tourism

Portfolio based

Portfolio based

50% of GCSE

50% of GCSE

Post 16 Progression
Recognised qualification to Post 16 study.

Career Progression
Hospitality, Entertainment, Cultural Employment, Events Management, Transport, Tourist Information,
Hospitality Management, Travel Agent
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Occupational Studies
Design and Creativity – Graphic Design/Website Development

Examination Board

CCEA

Pathway

2

Occupational Studies allows learners to learn for work, through work and about work. This hands-on approach is
ideal for those who prefer to develop their skills in a more practical, occupational environment. They carry out
tasks to gather the required assessment evidence in a portfolio for each unit. Tasks include answering questions,
carrying out practical activities and evaluating their own performance . To achieve a qualification, learners must
take two units from an occupational area.
Graphic Design unit includes: Health and Safety, related careers, materials, principles of graphic design, mind
maps and mood boards, sketches and thumbnails, use of design software, final digital output, end product,
evaluation.
Website Development unit includes: Health and safety, related careers, use of internet, planning a website,
organisation of files and folders, website design software, publishing a website, managing a website, end product,
evaluation.

You will study:
Two units are studied over one year.

Unit 1

Unit 2

Graphic Design

Website Development

Portfolio based

Portfolio based

50% of GCSE

50% of GCSE

Post 16 Progression
Recognised qualification to Post 16 study.

Career Progression
This qualification gives a sound foundation for jobs relating to graphic design and website development.
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Prince’s Trust – PD and Employability Skills

Examination Board

Prince’s
Trust

Pathway

2

This is a compulsory qualification for the Blended Pathway. This Level 2 qualification taught through Religious
Studies recognises a breadth of personal skills, qualities and attitudes required by employers across a range of
sectors. It has been developed with the aim of progressing learners into further education and/or employment.
The course is aimed to help young people to engage and succeed in education, we want pupils to:
 Develop their own personal growth and engagment in and through learning.
 Engage in learning that is relevant to them and support their development of personal skills and
attributes that are essential for working life and employment.
 Prepare themselves for progression into futher education programmes apprenticeships or other work
based learning.
 Develop their literacy, language and numeracy skills.
All pupils must complete a portfolio of work to achieve the equivalent of 2 B grades at GCSE level.

You will study:
Five units are studied over two years.

Units







Enterprise Project
Work Experience
Managing Money

Post 16 Progression
Recognised qualification to entry for Post 16 study.

Career Progression
Apprenticeship or other work based learning.
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Career Planning
Team Work

Preparation for Adult Life (PAL)

Examination Board

Pathway

CCEA

2

Through PAL, learners can develop skills while exploring a wide range of areas relevant to them both now and in
the future: from cultural diversity and social justice to preparing interviews and improving overall health and
well- being.
The qualification gives learners as opportunity to:
 Develop personal skills such as self-awareness, personal health and relationships
 Develop employability skills
 Apply learning in a practical context
 Develop an awareness and understanding of:
 Diversity and Inclusion
 Human rights and social responsibility
 Equality and justice
 Roles and responsibilities of parents
 Work in local and global economy
 Social, economic and cultural issues and
 Personal development

You will study:
Thirteen units are studied over two years to achieve a Level 2 Certificate in PAL.

Citizenship Units
Diversity and Social Inclusion
Democracy
Human Rights
Equality and Social Justice

Employability Units
Preparation for work
Business in the community
Effective work practice
Globalisation
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PD Units
Self Development
Role of Parents
Healthy Relationships
Personal Health
Financial Management

Physical Education

Examination Board

Pathway

CCEA

1

The course requires students to think critically, to analyse, to evaluate, to plan and to be creative with regard to
physical health & physical well-being, peak physical fitness and skilled performance.
An enthusiasm for sport is essential. Students will be expected to produce a great amount of work in their own
independent time given the appropriate guidance and resources by their PE teachers.

You will study:
Three units are studied over two years.

Unit 1

Unit 2

Factors Underpinning Health and
Performance

Developing Performance

External Written Exam
1 hour and 15 minutes
25% of GCSE

External Written Exam
1 hour and 15 minutes
25% of GCSE

Unit 3
Individual Performance in Physical
Activities and Sports
Controlled Assessment
3 Physical activities/sports/event
manager and analysis of
performances
50% of GCSE

Post 16 Progression
BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Sport

Career Progression
Coaching, Teaching, Physiotherapy, Journalism, Sports and Business Marketing, Sports/Leisure Management,
Leisure Administration
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Physics

Examination Board

Pathway

CCEA

1

GCSE Physics provides you with opportunities to develop and demonstrate your mathematical and problem
solving skills. You will learn about how the physical world works and the scientific laws that govern it. The skills
in analysis and evaluation you will develop will be a valuable preparation for all careers but particularly in science
and engineering.
You will study:
Force and motion, Energy, Moments, The particle structure of both the atom and the nucleus, Radioactivity, The
Solar System and Earth, Waves, Sound, Electromagnetic spectrum/ Light reflection and/ refraction Electricity.

You will study:
Three units are studied over two years.

Unit 1
Motion, Force, Moments, Energy,
Density, Kinetic Theory,
Radioactivity and Nuclear fission
and fusion.
(External Exam)
37.5% of GCSE

Unit 2

Unit 3

Waves, Light, Electricity,
Magnetism, Electromagnetism and
Space Physics.

Practical Skills

(External Exam)
37.5% of GCSE

25% of GCSE

(Controlled Assessment)

Post 16 Progression
AS/A2 Physics
AS/A2 BTEC Level 3 Applied Science

Career Progression
Aerospace engineering, Energy and power provision, Medical technologies, Patent work, Research and
Development, Scientific publishing.
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BTEC Level 2 First Award in Public Services
Examination Board

Pearson

Pathway

1

BTEC Firsts in Public Services can help you take your first steps towards a career supporting the public.
You’ll learn the essential skills for a wide range of careers, from the Emergency Services to roles at local
authorities and central government.
The specific aims of the Pearson BTEC Level 2 First Award in Public Services are to:
 enable learners to develop a broad and comprehensive understanding of the public service sector
 provide relevant and appropriate public services content for 14−16 year olds.
You will study:
● 2 core units
● 2 optional specialist units
Unit Core units
Assessment Type
The Role and Work of the Public Services
External 25%
Working Skills in the Public Service Sector
Internal 25%
Optional specialist units (choose 2) worth 25% each
Employment in the Public Services
Internal
Public Services and Community Protection
Internal
Health, Fitness and Lifestyle for the Public Services
Internal

Post 16 Progression
Public Services provides the knowledge, understanding and skills for Level 2 learners to progress to
progress to Level 3 vocational qualifications, such as BTEC Nationals, specifically the Pearson BTEC
Level 3 in Public Services
Career Progression
Progression to Level 3 offers an excellent opportunity to make an informed choice about a career in the
Emergency Services, Security Organisations, HM Customs, the National Health Service, and Social Work.
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Religious Studies

Examination Board

CCEA

Pathway

1

GCSE Religious Studies aims students to build on the skills and capabilities developed through the delivery of
the Key Stage 3 curriculum in Northern Ireland. For them to be inspired, moved and changed by following a
broad, satisfying and worthwhile course of study that will challenge and equip them to lead constructive lives in
the modern world;
• develop their interest in and enthusiasm for the study of religion, and relate it to the wider world;
• adopt an enquiring, critical and reflective approach to the study of religion;
• reflect on and develop their own values, opinions and attitudes in light of their learning.
• enhance their personal, social and cultural development, along with their understanding of different
cultures locally, nationally and in the wider world, so they may contribute to social and community
cohesion.

You will study:
Two units are studied over two years.

Unit 5

Unit 6

Year 11

Year 12

Christianity through a study of the Gospel of Mark

An Introduction to Christian Ethics

External Exam

External Exam
50%

50%

Post 16 Progression
AS/A2 Religious Studies

Career Progression
Teaching, Nursing, Social Work
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Science (Double Award)

Examination Board

Pathway

CCEA

1

This course offers the student 2 GCSEs at the end of two years of study. Students study all three Science
disciplines of Physics, Chemistry and Biology during this course. Double Award Science can be studied at two tiers
of entry.
This course would be suitable for pupils who are achieving a target grade of C or better in their standard tests
and end of unit assessment during year 10. A good grade in Mathematics would also be an advantage for this
subject.
In the first year of the course the student will complete 3 Module tests, one each in Physics, Chemistry and
Biology. These Module tests are held in early November, end of February and in the middle of May
In Year 12 the student will study three units of Science. These units will be assessed at the end of the year in
three terminal papers.

You will study:
Seven units are studied over two years.

Units B1 & B2

Biology (External Exams)
25% of GCSE

Unit 2 C1 & C2

Units P1 & P2

Chemistry (External
Exams) 25% of GCSE

Physics (External Exams)
25% of GCSE

Unit 7
(Controlled Assessment)
25% of GCSE

Post 16 Progression
AS/A2 Biology, AS/A2 Chemistry, AS/A2 Physics
BTEC Level 3 Applied Science

Career Progression
This course gives a great foundation for Post 16 and the basis for a wide range of science based jobs.
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Science (Single Award)

Examination Board

Pathway

CCEA

2

1

This specification provides a broad overview of the key aspects of chemistry, biology and physics and an
introduction to scientific methodology and key practical skills.
This course aims to develop student’s knowledge and understanding of the material, physical and living worlds,
nature of science and its application, interrelationships between science and society, hypotheses, evidence,
theories and explanations.
It also aims to allow students to develop and apply observational, practical, enquiry and problem-solving skills
and understanding in the laboratory, field and other environments, evaluate claims based on science through
analysis and to develop communication skills.

You will study:
Four units will be studied over two years.

Unit 1
Biology (External Exam)
25% of GCSE

Unit 2

Unit 3

Chemistry (External
Exam)

Physics (External Exam)

25% of GCSE

25% of GCSE

Unit 4
Practical Experiment
Assessment and Written
Assessment.
25% of GCSE

Post 16 Progression
This qualification does not allow students to progress to academic ‘A’ Level Science courses, Biology, Chemistry,
or Physics. It does allow students to study vocational science courses such as BTEC Level 3 Applied Science

Career Progression
This qualification provides a foundation to study a variety of vocational science courses.
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BTEC First Award in Sport

Examination Board

Pathway

PEARSON

1

BTECs are vocational qualifications designed to help you succeed. Pupils develop knowledge and understanding
through applying your learning to work-related contexts, gaining the skills needed for further study and
employment. This qualification complements GCSEs study through pupil assignments and written assessments.

You will study:
Four units are studied over two years.

Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 3

Unit 4

Fitness for Sport &
Exercise

Practical Sports
Performance

Training for Personal
Fitness

Leading Sports
Activities

External Online Exam
1 Hour
25%

Internally Assessed
Assignment
25%

Internally Assessed
Assignment
25%

Internally Assessed
Assignment
25%

Post 16 Progression
BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma in Sport.

Career Progression
Coaching, Teaching, Physiotherapy, Journalism, Sports and Business Marketing, Sports/Leisure Management,
Leisure Administration
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OCN Level 2 Award in Sport

Examination Board

Pathway

OCN

2

The OCN NI Level 2 qualifications in Sport have been designed to provide an introduction to skills and
knowledge required for working within the sports and active leisure sectors.
Learners will have the opportunity to:
 develop skills and knowledge applicable across a range of sports and active leisure activities
 prepare for entry into employment in the sports and active leisure industries
 progress to further/higher education

You will study:
Two Units to complete over two years. Each unit worth 8 credits. 16 credits in total.

Unit 1 – Applied Fitness and Testing





Unit 2 – Anatomy and Physiology
Structure and function of the:
- skeletal system
- muscular system
- cardiovascular system
- respiratory system

Carry out health assessment and tests on a
selected client
Conduct and assess fitness tests on a selected
client
Describe the fitness profile of an elite athlete
Assess the fitness and training requirements to
achieve excellence in at least three different
sports

Career Progression
This qualification gives a sound foundation for jobs relating to the sports industry.
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Statistics

Examination Board

Pathway

CCEA

1

Statistics is offered to those students, who at the end of Year 10 have shown a high level of attainment in the
1
year group and a natural ability for Mathematics. Pupils will undertake their GCSE Mathematics in 1 2 years, over
Year 11 and the start of Year 12 and then study Statistics in Terms 2 and 3 of Year 12.
Statistics involves studying mathematics and statistics at GCSE Higher Tier. It gives students appropriate
statistical skills, knowledge and understanding to support their GCSE studies and enable them to progress to
further academic and vocational study and to employment.

You will study:
Two units are studied in Year 12. (Many of the topics will have been covered in GCSE Maths).

Unit 1
Unit 1: Statistical Enquiry Cycle
Planning and data collection,
processing and representing data
using a range of diagrams and
statistical calculations, reasoning
and interpreting the results,
probability, the normal
distribution

(External Exam)
50% of GCSE

Unit 2
Unit 2: Pre-Release material based
on data from Northern Ireland
Statistics in real life. Students will
apply their knowledge from Unit 1
to Northern Ireland data

(External Exam)
50% of GCSE

Post 16 Progression
AS/A2 Mathematics, Science, Geography, Business Studies, ICT, Work

Career Progression
Statistician careers
Company Analyst
Scientist
Actuary/Accountancy
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Technology and Design

Examination Board

CCEA

Pathway

1

The aim of Technology and Design in Lismore is to enable all students to become confident and responsible
in solving real life problems, striving for creative solutions, independent learning, product excellence and
social consciousness.
GCSE Technology & Design is principally a practical subject that offers opportunities for students to engage in
challenging activities. This will allow them to explore and learn how and why things are made and how they work.
This will require students to undertake activities involving designing, communicating, and manufacturing.

You will study:
Two components over two years.

Component 1
2 written Exams
Section A: Core
Section B: Material Categories

Component 2
Design folder/practical piece
50% of GCSE

50% of GCSE

Post 16 Progression
AS/A2 Technology and Design

Career Progression
Architecture
Computer Aided Design
Graphics Designer
Quantity Surveyor
Textile Designer
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BTEC Travel and Tourism

Examination Board

Pearson

Pathway

1

2

This study of Travel and Tourism gives students the opportunity to gain a broad knowledge and understanding
of, and develop skills in, the travel and tourism sector and inspires and enthuses them to consider a career in the
Travel and Tourism sector.
This qualification has been developed to provide an engaging and stimulating introduction to the travel and
tourism industry. It includes the study of four units – two of which form the fundamental knowledge and
understanding of the Travel and Tourism sector, and two units which look at specialist aspects of the industry.

You will study:
Four units are studied over two years.

Unit 1
The UK Travel and
Tourism Sector
(External Exam)
25% of GCSE

Unit 2
UK Travel and Tourism
Destinations
(Portfolio Based)
25% of GCSE

Unit 3
The Travel and Tourism
Customer Experience
(Portfolio Based)
25% of GCSE

Post 16 Progression
Level 3 Tourism

Career Progression










Hospitality
Entertainment
Cultural Employment
Events Management
Transport
Tourist Information
Hospitality Management
Travel Agent
Leisure Management
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Unit 4
International Travel and
Tourism Destinations
(Portfolio Based)
25% of GCSE

NOTES
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NOTES
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