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E-mail: info@lismorecomp.craigavon.ni.sch.uk

‘State of the Art’
January 2017

Caring and Learning Together

First images of new school

Full details on page 18

Some of the main highlights in this Newsletter:
•
•
•

•
•

Prize Night
Careers Fair
Successful School Production - ‘Sound
of Music’
Eco Schools Up-date
Sports Review

•
•
•
•
•
•

School Formal
Positive Behaviour Awards
Year Group News
Department News
Student Leadership 2016/17
P7 Transition
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Annual Prize Night

The Annual Prize Night took place on Thursday 15th September. The guest speaker was former student Catherine Seeley
(MLA). Congratulating students on their achievements Catherine said: ‘’Before me sit some very important individuals, you
the pupils of Lismore Comprehensive School and this evening’s worthy prize winners. I have no doubt that many of you will
steal headlines for all the right reasons in the near future. Entrepreneurs, athletes, musicians and dare I say it,
future politicians and leaders.’’
‘’This evening is only the beginning of a long road of success and celebration. Your drive, enthusiasm and energy have
awarded you a seat here this evening and if maintained will result in many celebrations down the road.’’
Below are a selection of photographs from the Annual Prize Night Cermony.

Students who were awarded 5 and 6 years full attendance

Head Girl Courtney Morgan
makes a presentation to guest of
honour Miss Catherine Seeley MLA

Students from across KS3 who were acknowledged for achievement

Aine Morris who achieved an
award for AS Drama, pictured
with Mrs Hanna (Head of Drama)

Platform Party
Back Row: Mrs R Lavery (Vice-Principal), Mrs L Beattie
(Governor), Courtney Morgan (Head Girl), Mrs D Foster
(Vice-Principal)
Front Row: Joshua Coleman (Head Boy), Mrs K Adams
(Chair of Governors), Miss Catherine Seeley MLA (Guest
Speaker and former student) and Jake Coleman (Head Boy)
Pictured left:
Lucie Garcia
and Daniel
Pires who
achieved the
Principal’s
Choice Award

Students currently in Year 13 who achieved ‘Subject Awards’ at GCSE

2

2

Top Achieving students from Year 14 with Mrs Lavery
(Vice-Principal) and Mrs Foster (Vice-Principal)

Shannon McMahon who was
presented with an award for
A-Level Health & Social Care

Students from across KS3 who achieved Class
Awards

2

(Vice-Principal) and Mrs Foster (Vice-Principal)

A-Level Health & Social Care

Awards

)
:
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Our first Positive Behaviour Awards for this academic year took place on Tuesday 8th November, 2016. Students from Years 8, 9 and 10
were recognised for their excellent behaviour and application to study. During December a second ceremony took place for Years 8, 9 and
10. Both occasions were enjoyed by all in attendance. In January Years 11 & 12 will also be acknowledged.

Y
D

Year 8 students with Mrs Joan Ward (Behaviour Support Team) and Mrs
Duggan (Head of Year 8)

Year 9 students with Mrs Joan Ward (Behaviour Support Team) and Mr
Haddock (Acting Head of Year 9)

Year 10 students with Mrs Joan Ward (Behaviour Support Team), Mrs McAnearney (Acting Head of Year 10) and Mr McCormac (KS3 Manager)

Year 8 students with Miss S Rankin (Learning Mentor) and Mr McCormac
(KS3 Manager)

Year 8 students with Miss S Rankin (Learning Mentor)

Year 9 students with Miss S Rankin (Learning Mentor) and Mr Haddock
(Acting Head of Year 9)

Year 10 students with Miss S Rankin (Learning Mentor)

(Acting Head of Year 9)
Year 9 students with Miss S Rankin (Learning Mentor) and Mr Haddock

Year 10 students with Miss S Rankin (Learning Mentor)

3
3

3
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Successful Musical
Performance

Pages

The corridors of Lismore were alive with ‘The Sound of Music’ from early September. Students rehearsed tirelessly four
days per week after school. The school show which ran for three nights and included a matinee performance for P7 local
primary school children was a great success with all members of the cast giving 100%. The show received a standing
ovation every night, and well deserved it was, with so much talent being displayed both in terms of singing and acting.
For some it was the first time that they had been involved in a show and it was such a nerve-racking yet rewarding
experience. Long-lasting friendships and memories have been created. Well done everyone! Below are some
photographs from this amazing production.

“Made a bunch of new friends” –Molly
Clarke
-----------------------------“Great opportunity”- Jessica
Thompson
----------------------------“Funniest part of school” – Eoin
Doran
----------------------------“An amazing experience and worked
with the most talented and
kind-hearted people—the Sound of
Music Family”- Catarina De Sa

-----------------------------

“It was a brilliant, transporting,
emotional experience from an
audience perspective”

4

4
4

4
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Annual Formal

The annual School Formal took place on Thursday 6th October 2016 for Year 14 students. Students had a ‘pre formal’
reception at school in the senior gym and were joined by family members for light refreshments and photographs. Students then made their way to the Seagoe Hotel, Portadown for the main part of the night’s proceedings. The behaviour of
all pupils was exceptional and they did themselves, their parents and the whole school community proud. Below is a selection of photographs from the formal.

5

5

5
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Student Leadership - 2016/17
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Our Year 14 Student Leadership Team was announced in early September, following an
application and interview process. Congratulations are extended to all students
appointed to positions. They are true role models for all in our school community. Below
is a profile on each of the successful candidates.
Head Boy: Jake Coleman
A2 Subjects: Accounts, Business Studies and Irish
Interests: My calendar is rarely clear, whether it be participating in golf tournaments, broadening my
Irish vocabulary and of course volunteering in my community. I teach children's liturgy in St Peter’s Parish and lend
a helping hand in Lurgan’s Junior Gateway club alongside my brother. Of course a bit of self study is also
timetabled in along with the occasional gaming marathon. I also have a great love for the Irish Language and have
spent many a summer developing my ability to speak Irish by attending the Gaeltacht.
Lismore Highlight: Being the Managing Director of an award winning social enterprise called 'Education Station'
in Year 13.
Future Aspirations: Ever since I set foot into my Business Studies class in Year 11 I knew what I wanted to do for
the rest of my life. I am an aspiring entrepreneur who plans to come up with the 'next big thing' in the meantime I
plan to study Accounting when I leave Lismore. My career goal is to eventually work in Silicon Valley, San
Francisco but only time will tell…
Describe yourself in 3 words: Enterprising, dedicated and professional.
Head Boy: Joshua Coleman
A2 Subjects: Geography, History and General ICT (self-studied Irish at AS Level).
Interests: I have a wide variety of hobbies ranging from playing golf at Lurgan Golf Club, where I also work part-time as
an academy supervisor, to reading comics and playing Pokemon Go. I also spend much of my spare time helping in my
community where I volunteer as a leader of the Children’s Liturgy in my local Parish of St Peter’s. For the past six
summers I have found myself drawn towards the shores of Machaire Rabhartaigh for the Gaeltacht, a place where I have
fond memories of, even earning my Gold Fáinne during a course.
Lismore Highlight: I would say the best thing about Lismore is the interaction between students and teachers. I feel like I
could approach any of my teachers or teachers that have never taught me about a problem or idea that I have and I feel
that not all schools have this type of pupil-teacher environment.
Future Aspirations: I am currently part of cohort 5 of the Sutton Trust US Programme and because of this I have
submitted my application to universities in America. Due to the Liberal Arts system of education used in many US
universities I won’t have to decide what I want to pursue a degree in (major in) until the end of my second year of
university. So right now I am just trying to keep an open mind, but I think that I’ll study
Geosciences or Earth and Oceanography Science if the opportunity became available.
Describe yourself in 3 words: Optimistic, determined and down-to-earth.

Head Girl: Courtney Morgan

A2 Subjects: Religion, Applied ICT and Drama (English Literature to AS)
Interests: I have a huge interest in Drama and Music. I am currently a member of MADS, where I also volunteer as a millennium
volunteer to help with junior members. I have participated in numerous shows and performed in the Grand Opera House and
The Market Place Theatre in Armagh. I enjoy playing music and have grade 6 in singing and grade 5 in viola. I like to keep
myself constantly busy, thus in my free time I am involved in much voluntary work. I volunteer at The Travellers Support
Committee where I help younger children complete their homework. I also volunteer within my Parish with the Pope John Paul
Award where I am a leader for a children’s liturgy group. I am deeply religious which has been strengthened after studying the
subject at AS Level. My passion for religion was also reinforced following the pilgrimage I completed last summer in Medjugorie.
Lismore Highlight: Personally, for me the highlight of Lismore is the people. I have met amazing new people who I know will
remain friends for life. Also of course the formal would have to be one of my best memories of my school years.
Future Aspirations: I have always had a love and passion for working with and helping children. My goal is to attend St Mary’s
University in Belfast, where I wish to study teaching with religion and hopefully in the future become a teacher.

Describe yourself in 3 words: Reliable, motivated and friendly.

Deputy Head Boy: Daniel Pires
A2 Subjects: Chemistry, Biology and Applied ICT.
Interests: One of my hobbies is playing guitar and piano, no matter where I am or how I’m feeling music always brightens
my day. Since a child I have had a keen interest in Science and always enjoyed shows about Science and doing experiments. I enjoy helping out in the community and regularly volunteer at a kids club, the Spark Club here in Lismore and the
children’s liturgy in St Anthony’s Parish.
Lismore Highlight: The best thing about Lismore is the great sense of community; we are always taken care of, by both
teachers and students. At Lismore there is always someone you can talk to and connect with, be it a student or a teacher.
Teachers are determined and motivate us so we can achieve our potential.
Future Aspirations: I hope to go on to study at Queen’s University Belfast and to gain a BSc in Nursing. I think it would
be a great career and it incorporates so many aspects of my interests.

6

6
6

Deputy Head Girl: Chloe Gardiner
A2 Subjects: PE, Health & Social Care and Biology.
Interests: I am a member of a number of teams, including Clann na Gael GAA Club and Aztecs Volleyball Team outside of school.
Inside school I am a member of the Volleyball Team and I am the Vice-Captain. I volunteer at a homework club in my community
and help children, whose parents can’t read or write, with their homework. I also volunteer at the local primary school and support
pupils who have special needs. I always find a way to balance my time between extracurricular activities and my studies.
Lismore Highlight: My favourite thing about Lismore is the family spirit and seeing how everyone looks out for one another. My
highlight of Lismore has to be being awarded the prestigious Vernon Cup bestowed for outstanding sporting achievements.
Future Aspirations: I have always had a keen interest in helping people and making a difference to someone’s life. I want to be
able to help people who are less fortunate than I and who don’t have the opportunities I had as a child. I would find this line of
work extremely rewarding and it is a job that I can see myself doing for the rest of my life.
Describe yourself in 3 words: Friendly, approachable and motivated

Continues on Page 7

Describe yourself in 3 words: Friendly, approachable and motivated

Continues on Page 7
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Continued from Page 6

Below are other members of the Student Leadership Team. Some
Below are other members of the Student Leadership Team. Some
members have an ambassador role to support a particular area
within the school.

Courtney Morgan – Head Girl
Jake Coleman – Head Boy, Careers Ambassador
Joshua Coleman – Head Boy
Chloe Gardiner – Deputy Head Girl
Daniel Pires – Deputy Head Boy, Eco Ambassador
Ellen McConnell
John Beattie
Cillian McAfee – Anti-Bullying Ambassador
Adam McShane – STEM Ambassador
Patrick Robinson – STEM Ambassador
Fiontan Campbell
Shea Rennie
Michael McCoy – STEM Ambassador
Maeve Carville – Anti-Bullying Ambassador
Hannah Hoy – Digital/IT Ambassador
Holly McConville
Alicia McKeown
Aoife O’Hara – Careers Ambassador
Mise Haddock – Health Promotion Ambassador

Year 14

Nuffield Research Placements
Congratulations to Michael
McCoy and Sorcha McCrory, who
engaged in Nuffield Research placements during the summer.
Nuffield Research Placements provide students with the opportunity to work alongside
professional scientists, technologists, engineers and mathematicians. Both students participated in a four week placement, in
August, in Norbook Laboratories. Pupils
developed
independent
research, reporting
and presentation
skills, while working
as part of a team,
in an industrial
environment. Both
Sorcha and
Michael feel that this
Michael McCoy and Sorcha McCrory who
has been a very
engaged in a Nuffield Research Placement
worthwhile
experience and has helped to inform their future career plan.

Attendance
Congratulations to 14.26 and 14.37, who were the Year 14 classes with
the highest monthly attendance for September and October
respectively.

Student Leadership Team 2016/17

Programme is designed
to give a fresh and lively
insight to Law and the
justice system. Amy
and Sorcha have attended a number of
seminars organised by
the Attorney General,
Mr JF Larkin.

Pramerica Spirit of the
Community Awards

Sorcha Devlin and Amy Blevins who took
part in the Living Law Programme

Congratulations to Daniel Pires and Hannah Hoy who have
submitted applications to the Pramerica Spirit of the Community
Awards. This prestigious programme rewards students for their
volunteer work in the community. Both students have now been
nominated to go forward for national judging and we wish them well
in this process. Both pupils are exceptional role models to others.
Daniel volunteers at the Lismore Spark club, a club for young people
aged 14 to 24 with a range of learning difficulties, engaging them in
arts, crafts, cookery, ICT and other leisure activities. He also helps
at an afterschool children’s club in his local community and is also an
active volunteer in his local Portuguese group, promoting integration
and cultural awareness in his community. Hannah is a valuable and
committed member of her local scout group. She freely gives up of
her time to support young people develop
their social responsibility, communication,
teamwork and leadership skills as well as
developing their interest in the natural environment. In school Hannah volunteers as a
peer mentor, helping and supporting
younger pupils in our school community especially with the transition from primary to
post-primary school.
Picture: Pramerica

Living Law
Congratulations to Year 14 pupils Amy Blevins and Sorcha Devlin who
are continuing to participate in the Living Law Programme. The

leader for next year's programme as well.

7
7

7

7
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14.36 with Form Tutor Mrs Gosling

Sutton Trust Application
Awardees Daniel Pires and
Joshua Coleman has finished his
Hannah Hoy
application to apply for
undergraduate studies in America, funded by the Sutton Trust. He
has applied for a wide range of institutions and will be notified of his
admissions decisions in due course. He also achieved a score of 29
in the ACT standardised test, which places him in the top 8% of test
takers. Joshua is currently working with Year 13 students who are
eligible for the programme and he is also applying to be a team
leader for next year's programme as well.
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Love for Life
Year 9 took part in a very enjoyable and successful Love for Life event at the end of October. The highlight of the
morning was getting to meet the Love Guru – who had some excellent advice for the pupils. Below are some
photographs from this event.

Pages

Year 9 Enterprise
Year 9 took part in a Young Enterprise session at the end of October. Pupils learned valuable entrepreneurial skills. By the end of the
session pupils had created and designed apps or games to be downloaded. Below are some photographs from this event.

Year 10

Attendance
Congratulation to 10.20 and 10.34 who were the Year 10 classes with the highest monthly attendance for
September and October respectively.

Class 10.20

8

8

Class 10.34

Continues on Page 9

8

Class 10.34

Continues on Page 9
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Continued from Page 8

Year 10 Enterprise

Year 10 participated in YENI ‘Learn to Earn’ programme, designed to provide young people with an opportunity to understand, develop
and apply employability competencies that are highly valuable to employers and further learning providers. Below are some photographs
from this event.

Year 8

Young Enterprise Northern Ireland
Year 8 took part in the YENI workshop “Your
School Your Business”. The workshop
enables students to develop skills and positive attitudes as they
make the leap from primary to post-primary school.

Back row: Jamie Thompson, Ellie Lee Taaffe, Alesha Nawaz, Erikas
Petrovas
Front row: Fionn Murray, Joseph Murray, Bruna D’Assuncao

i
i

NSPCC The Voice of the Child
Year 8 pupils have taken part in the NSPCC Voice of the Chlid
Programme during Term 1. The presentation gave a current and
modern outlook on the issues facing our young people today. The
active, media based and interesting presentation focused on
preparing the students on the possible issues faced by them on
many different platforms such as; Facebook, Snapchat and
YouTube. It gave many different common scenarios and the
importance of communication as a means to deal with these
issues. Organisations who support and assist with these issues
also were included as an integral part of the fun, informative and
relevant presentation which benefited the students greatly!

Year 8 Attendance
Congratulations to 8.38 and their Form Tutor Mrs Topping on
receiving the highest attendance for September and October. Well
done.

Year 12

Tutor group 8.38 who achieved highest attendance in September and
October

Attendance
Congratulations to Miss Hill and her
form class 12.19, who achieved the
highest attendance in September within the Year Group at 97.4%
attendance.The Year Group attendance figure was 92.8% which is
a great start to the new academic year, well done everyone.

Front row: Aaron Lawrence, Mia Haughian
Back Row: Liam Lavery, Paul Murtagh (NSPCC), Jakub Mazu , Urte
Daugelaite, Emma Heaney, O Trainor (NSPCC)

Ellen O’Hara (representative from 12.19) who achieved the highest
attendance in September with Form
Continues on Page
Tutor Miss Hill

Daugelaite, Emma Heaney, O Trainor (NSPCC)

Tutor Miss Hill

10

Continues on Page 10
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Continued from page 9
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October Attendance
Congratulations to
Mrs McGurk and her
form class 12.71,
who achieved the
highest attendance in
October within the
Year Group at 93.8%
attendance.
Cillian Heaney (representative from 12.71) who
achieved the highest attendance in September with
Form Tutor Mrs McGurk

NICCY
Clare McCorry 12.19 was invited
to participate in NICCY’s Annual
Event on the 25th November in
Dungannon. Clare discussed the
work of NICCY and their involvement in the Young People’s reporting process to the UN
Committee in order to fully respect
Children and Young People’s
Rights in Northern Ireland. Clare
had the opportunity to speak directly to MLAs on key issues
raised through the UN reporting
process.This is a fantastic opportuClare McCorry with Koulla
nity for Clare and I’m sure you will Yiasouma (NI Commissioner for
agree she is a great advocate for
children and young people)
young people and indeed
Lismore Comprehensive School.

Year 13

Poetry
Emmet Mc Geown
competed in the All-Ireland
Final of the Poetry loud
Competition on Friday 2nd
December. He was one of 29
students to reach the final
from an original entry of
16,050 students nationwide.
Emmet’s performance of W.B.
Yeats’ ‘Easter 1916’ was
excellent and the Lismore
community are extremely
proud of Emmet’s success.

01

10
10

Safety
Partnership
Programme
Recently Year 12
students
Claudia Shortall
and Marissa
McConville
attended a Safety
Partnership
Programme with
the PSNI at City
Hall. This was a
very informative
event and enjoyed
by both students.

Science

‘A’ level Biology – Superhuman
Event
Year 13 and 14 Biology students took
part in a series of workshops facilitated by Musgrave Park Hospital. At this unique event students got an insight into the world
of prosthetics. They heard from physiotherapists, orthotists,
(prothetists) and patients’ experiences with artificial limbs. They
even got the opportunity to manipulate a robotic arm.

A prosthesis patients explains to Michael Breen (Year 13) how
advances in technology have contributed to the development of a much
more effective modern ‘bionic arm’

Year 13 girls; Anna McCaughley, Caitlin Goodman, Kerri Lamph and
Bebhionn Doran learn about the work of an orthotist and how they make
prosthesis specific to individual patients.

PE

Prosthesis patient with Chloe Gardiner, Carrie Hanna (W5 course
organiser), Maeve Carville and Cillian McAfee

‘Pink Week’
Below are some of the Year 8 girls who enjoyed games
of Dodgeball, during Girls’ PE ‘Pink Week’. A total of
£54 was raised in support of our Cancer Awareness Week.

Emmet is presented with his certificate
by Dr. Sandra Collins ( Director of the
National Library of Ireland)

National Library of Ireland)

10
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Business Studies
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Industrial Links
During October Danny Turley
from ‘Performa Sports’ spoke to
students about his sports analysis
business. Students heard how
Danny developed his business
idea while still studying at
University. Performa Sports is
now a successful business which
is widely used by many sports
teams across the country to
anyalyse matches.
Danny Turley from ‘Performa Sports’
During November the Business Studies Department welcomed
back past student Barry McCrory. The main focus of Barry’s
presentation was career opportunities within the retail sector.
Students enjoyed this career focused presentation.

Young Enterprise were invited to a workshop at the Civic Centre,

Young Enterprise were invited to a workshop at the Civic Centre,
Craigavon. This workshop organised by Young Enterprise
focused on how to run and operate a company. In particular
students learned about key business functions such as Human
Resources, Marketing, Finance and Sales. This experience will
undoubtedly help students as they embark on their Company
Programme journey.

Recognition of Achievement
Several times during the year students from different business
related classes within the Business Studies Department are
identified and awarded for their contribution to excellent homework,
discussions and classwork.

October - Mid-Term Awards

December - End of Term Awards
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Past student Barry McCrory with Year 13 Students

Young Enterprise Northern Ireland
This year the Business Studies Department have two companies
involved in the ‘Company Programme’ of Young Enterprise. Both
companies are still in the early stages of development and in the
next edition of the newsletter we will update you on their progress.
We wish both respective companies all the best as they journey
through this year and experience the running of a real company.
Cake and Bun Sale
In order to raise finance, both companies held a ‘Cake and Bun
Sale’ during November to help raise ‘start up’ capital.

Rotary Club, Portadown
On Monday, 14th November Year 13 Business Studies students
were invited by the Portadown Rotary Club for lunch at the Seagoe
Hotel. Students were joined by other local secondary schools.
Students and teachers enjoyed a lunch and also heard a business
presentation by prolific entrepeneur, Tom Griffiths. Tom has been
involved in many businesses but is best known for his business
‘Gap Year’. ‘Gap Year’ was a book that Tom wrote which later
developed into a brand name for ‘Gap Year Magazine’, ‘Gap Year
Card’ and ‘Gap Year Shop’. In 2010 the brand ‘Gap Year’ was sold
to a $10bn global travel agent. Students benefitted immensely from
this experience, and once again were able to see at first hand how
business theory taught in the classroom was brought to real life
through an inspirational presentation.

Year 13 students with Tom Griffiths, Mr McVeigh (Teacher), Mrs Kate
Adams (Chair of Governors and Rotary member) and Ernest Lawson
(President of Portadown Rotary Club)

St. George’s Market
On Wednesday 7th December, four students, two from each
respective company went to the second ‘Big Market’ hosted by St.
George’s Market, Belfast and organised by Young Enterprise
Northern Ireland. The ‘Big Market’ was an opportunity for newly
established Young Enterprise companies to experience real life
trading. Although both companies were not trading on this
occasion, students thoroughly enjoyed the experience and
disseminated their findings and experience on their return to their
respective company members.

Company Programme Workshop
During October students involved in the ‘Company Programme’ of

During October students involved in the ‘Company Programme’ of

Students who attended St. George’s
Market with teacher Mr McVeigh

Continues on Page 12

Market with teacher Mr McVeigh
Students who attended St. George’s

Continues on Page 12
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Above: Respective companies have a ‘cake and bun’ sale to help raise
finance

D
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Business Studies - Continued from Page 9

Work Experience
During the summer, two students from the Business Studies
Department availed of the opportunity to take part in work
experience, organised by CIDO Business Park. Deirdre O’Dowd
and Mark Gunn worked at the ‘Corner House’ restaurant and saw
behind the scenes of a catering business - a career pathway both
students are interested in pursuing.

History and Politics

Local Democracy Week
Pupils from Year 13 were in attendance at a ‘Local Democracy
Week’ event in Craigavon Civic Centre. Pupils from Lismore
were joined by pupils from schools in the Armagh, Banbridge
and Craigavon Council area. A range of issues were discussed
and debated in the Council Chamber. A great opportunity for all
pupils involved to experience democracy in action! Below is a
photograph from this event,

Pages

Deirdre O’Dowd and Mark Gunn who availed of work experience as part of
research into their career pathway.

Year 10 Extended Schools - Enterprise Classes
A number of Year 10 students availed of an opportunity to take
part in a five week ‘Extended Schools—Enterprise Class’.
Students successfully carried out market research, produced,
advertised and sold their ‘Christmas logs’. This opportunity was
particuarly useful as Year 10 students later this year will make
GCSE choices. As Business Studies at GCSE will be new to Year
10 students, this class will help students make a more informed
choice at GCSE. Below are a selection of photographs from the
Enterprise Classes.

Achievement at GCSE
Current Year 13 pupil Emmet
McGeown had cause for
celebration recently when he
received notification that he was
one of only 24 pupils from a cohort of over 6,000 to achieve full
marks in CCEA GCSE History.
An amazing accomplishment.
Well done Emmet!
Right: Emmet McGeown who
achieved full marks in his GCSE
History

ART

Credit Union Competition
Congratulations to Meabh Tiernan in Year 9,
runner up in the Lurgan Credit Union
Poster competition, pictured with Mrs Houston.

Inter-University US Presidential Debate
Year 13 and 14 Politics students recently attended a Presidential
Debate at Queen’s University, Belfast. Students from Queen’s
University and the University of Ulster went head-to-head, taking
the role of the two US Presidential candidates in what was lively
and light-hearted event. The debate was of special relevance to
Year 14 students who are currently studying the American
political system.

Drama

Past Student success
Fiona Bawn-Thompson
–Actress with Smashing
Times Theatre
Company, former
student and parent of
Clodagh Bawn (Year
10) performed in a play
during September in
Dublin. Ireland’s First
Lady attended the
performance which is
receiving brilliant
reviews.

21

12
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Past student Fiona Bawn-Thompson with
Mrs Sabina Coyle-Higgins (Ireland’s First
Lady)

Lady)

12
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Technology and
Design
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Year 13 Enrichment
As part of Year 13 Enrichment, students made Christmas cribs.
This included moulding the figures and painting them up. The end
product looked very well. Well done to the Year 13 Technology
group!

GCSE Further Maths Top
Achiever: Orlaith Douglas

GCSE Maths Top Achiever:
Anna McCaughley

Coming up in Term 2
Year 11 pupils will be taking part in a Stock Market Challenge to
demonstrate how Maths can be used in careers in Business and
Finance.

Year 8 and Year 9 pupils will be getting ready to take part in the UK
Maths Challenge!

RE

K

Students who recently received their Pope John Paul II Awards

Recently Year 11 and 12 pupils, as part of the Prince’s Trust
organised Cake, Candy and Bun Sales for Cancer Research, the
NSPCC, Shoe Box appeal, Downs and Proud and Saint Vincent
de Paul.

Maths

Top Achievers
Congratulations to the following students on
their GCSE achievement. They are
excellent ambassadors for Maths and we wish them all the best
and continued success as they continue their Maths into A-level.

13
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Top achievers in both GCSE Maths and Further Maths Aimee
Beattie and Oran Madine.
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Year 14 University Visits
In September Year 14 pupils attended
two University Open Days. The first
was at Ulster University Jordanstown Campus and the second at
Queen’s University Belfast. A very informative experience was had
by all!

from apprenticeships to University courses and learn about career

from apprenticeships to University courses and learn about career
opportunities available in the local community as well as the skills
and qualities required by employers.
Mrs Fiona Kane, Chair of CALC Principals said “Craigavon Area
Learning Community is helping to develop links within local
communities by improving and deepening relationships between
schools and their pupils and by reaching out to local business
leaders to find out how schools can work with them to develop the
skills and knowledge necessary for the modern economy.” She
welcomed the event adding, “We are keen to ensure that pupils in
our local post-primary schools are equipped with the information
they need about local employment opportunities both now and in
the future.”

Past Pupil News
It was great to see former Head Boy Cal Girvan and former Head
Girl Alana Hughes representing the Law faculty at Queen’s
University Open Day. Cal and Alana are also active members of the
Law Society at Queen’s with Cal as Vice-President and Alana as
Secretary.

Sentinus
Pat Jamison from Sentinus delivered an excellent workshop to Year
10 pupils regarding GCSE choices. This was followed by a
presentation to Year 13 pupils on the benefits of Work Experience.
This was a great experience for all pupils involved with valuable
advice given on both areas.
Deloitte
Year 14 pupils Josh Coleman and Declan McGowan attended a
presentation in Banbridge Academy from Deloitte on their
BrightStart programme for school leavers. A very informative
session.

t

41

CALC Careers Fair
Year 12 pupils from schools in the Craigavon Area Learning
Community (CALC) had the opportunity to attend a Careers Fair in
the Civic Centre on Thursday 24th November. This was organised
by Mrs Topping and Mrs Murphy from Lismore Careers Department. A wide range of representatives from Further and Higher
Education, local industries and employers were on hand to give
careers advice. Pupils were able to explore a variety of pathways

14
14

careers advice. Pupils were able to explore a variety of pathways

CEIAG Week
21st to 25th
November marked
‘CEIAG week’ in
Lismore. All
pupils received a
Careers based
lesson in every
subject area and
tutor group 8.38
(Pictured Right)
delivered a
CEIAG themed
assembly to Year
8.

8.

14
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Seachtain CEIAG / CEIAG
Week
All students engaged in CEIAG based lessons during CEIAG week
in the Languages Department. Students from all years had the
opportunity to discover the many benefits and advantages by
having a language in their planned career and employability paths.
Students enjoyed group work and discussing how languages have a
huge importance to people in all sectors of employment.
#LanguagesWork

Cumann Gaelach / Irish Club
The Cumann Gaelach for KS3 students launched at the end of
September. The Extended Schools club offers the opportunity for
students to partake in various activities including; iPads, music, art
and dance. Students from year 8 to 10 have attended and we hope
to see more in the New Year!

Lá na dteangacha Eorpacha / European Languages Day
The Irish department celebrated European Languages Day in a very
digital way this year. Students during classes engaged using iPads
and green screens whilst using the opportunity to create role plays
in various different European locations. The students enjoyed the
experience and enjoyed the hands on, multimedia and active
learning experience whilst using their ‘cúpla focal’.

Gaeilge24 in Lismore
Students from Lismore Comprehensive were among the 30,000
plus pupils in more than 200 schools across Ireland taking part in
the Gaeilge24 challenge being run by Conradh na Gaeilge on
Wednesday 16th November 2016, an Irish-language challenge that
sees students raising money for the promotion of the language by
speaking only Irish for the duration of the day.
The aim of Gaeilge24 is to inspire young people to speak only Irish
for 24 hours on a particular day, wherever they are and whatever
they are doing: at school, at home, in shops and with local
businesses, with their friends, around their hometown, in sports
clubs, with their families, and with teachers. Mr. Gormley alongside
6th and 7th year Irish students organised the event by creating a
Games Room so that students had an opportunity to speak Irish
naturally to each other.
We were delighted that ‘Meon Eile’ an Irish medium production
company decided to feature Lismore taking part in the event.
Students of Lismore were interviewed and the video which was
uploaded can be viewed at Meoneile.ie. The event was very
successful with over 50 participants in attendance. Maith sibh go
léir.

Gaeilgeoir na míosa / Irish learner of the month
The Gaeilgeoir na Míosa award has been established amongst the
year 8 classes who are studying Irish. The award has been
presented to those who endeavour their very best in class and
outside of the class. The year 8 students have been a credit and
have enjoyed the challenge of learning the language. Here are a
few of our winners since September! Go n-éirí libh ar fad.

Comórtas Ealaíne d’Oíche Shamhna / Irish Halloween Arts
Competition
Congratulations to all the participants of the Irish Arts Competition
that was organised by Mr. Gormley for all the students of Year 8.
The standard produced was very high with many great ideas and
delightful designs! The winners
of our prizes that were kindly
sponsored by Foras na Gaeilge
were the following; Mia Patterson 8.58, Braidie McMahon
8.58, Mollie McConville 8.62,
Amelia Wierzbicka 8.58, Emilia
Laszczak 8.06, Denzel
Temporario 8.58. ComhghairdSome of the Irish Art competition
eas leo go léir!
winners with Mr Gormley (Teacher)

Irish Junior Quiz 2016
In October, our year 10 pupils attended Gael Linn’s annual Irish quiz
in the Ashburn Hotel in Lurgan. Lismore have an excellent record in
this competition finishing as winner or runner-up for the past 5
years. After 6 rounds of questions, it was time for the results and
again Lismore pupils did themselves and their school proud coming
in first place and winning a place in the Ulster final in January. After
a short break for lunch, it was Céilí time and again Lismore pupils
showed why we should all be proud of them. Having previously
taken part in school Céilithe, our pupils were well placed to do these
dances - often showing pupils from other schools the way.

Gaeltacht 2017
Ar mhaith leat do thriail a dhéanamh chun na Gaeltachta? Más
maith, labhair le do mhúinteoir Gaeilge! Would you like to go to the
Gaeltacht this year? If so, speak to your teacher. There are many
grant bursaries available to help ease the costs. Forms and
information are available from your Irish teacher.
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Welcome Year 8
The Home Economics Department welcomed all of our year 8
pupils. To date they have planned and prepared a wide range of
healthy dishes including; fresh fruit kebabs, soda bread pizzas,
apple crumble, open sandwiches, scones and chocolate truffles.
We look forward to preparing more nutritious treats throughout the
year.
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Geography

Year 8 visit school fort
Pictured below is class 8.50 out in the school grounds enjoying a
very informative Geography lesson taking in the cross curricular
areas of both History and Irish language as they visit the school fort

tr

– after which the school ‘Lismore’ is named.

All about Belfast by Jake Thompson 14.36
Travel and Tourism

Year 12
Congratulations to our year 12 pupils, who have successfully
completed Unit 1 Home Economics examination. Currently pupils
are working hard to complete Unit 2 and Unit 3 controlled
assessment tasks. We wish them every success in Year 12.
Pictured are some of the Unit 1 top achievers
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Belfast is Northern Ireland’s most famous and popular city. One that
is rich in history and tradition. Belfast has superb shopping facilities
and enough eateries to satisfy every taste and budget. There’s also
no shortage of local and international artists and bands that stop by
to perform at fantastic venues like Belfast Waterfront and the world
class Odyssey Arena. You’ll also find fascinating walking, bus and
taxi tours, cultural escapes, scientific exhibition all within the city.
Belfast is the birthplace of the RMS Titanic, which notoriously sunk
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in 1916.

Best Attractions
Some of Belfast’s most popular and infamous attractions include:
Botanic Gardens, The Odyssey Arena, The Waterfront, Titanic
Quarters, Ulster Museum and the City Hall.

Welcome Year 11
The Home Economics Department welcomed thirty-two year 11
child development pupils. We are delighted that such a large number of pupils chose to study this subject at GCSE. Many pupils are
using this GCSE subject as a stepping stone towards potential careers in medicine, nursing, midwifery, social work, child care, physiotherapy, occupational therapy and teaching. We hope they
achieve their career goals. Pictured are a number of Year 11 Child
Development pupils.
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Our trip to Belfast and Our Presentation
Recently we took a trip to Belfast to carry out research on the city
as part of our Year 14 Travel and Tourism Coursework to see if it is
a viable tourist destination. During this trip, we visited multiple attractions such as W5 and the Ulster Museum. We travelled by bus,
however there are many other modes of transport available such as
train or taxi. We gathered all the information we needed on the city
and its many attractions and we presented our findings to the Year
11 Travel and Tourism class to give them more knowledge about the
Travel Industry and the city of Belfast. Our presentation took place
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Year 8 Transition

Lismore Comprehensive, St Brendan’s and St Anthony’s are currently collaborating on a transition project aimed at improving literacy
and numeracy between KS2 and KS3 and making the transition into post-primary school easier for all pupils. As part of this collaboration St. Brendan’s and St Anthony’s Primary 7 pupils and their teachers were invited to spend a morning in Lismore sampling lessons in
Maths English and Science. This was an extremely successful event, enjoyed by everyone.

Eco Schools Update

‘Bin it’ Campaign
Lismore was part of five local schools who recently joined forces
with Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough Council to
tackle the continuing problem of litter in the community through
education and engagement to change behaviour. Littering is an
anti-social behaviour and through a free, award winning
educational roadshow called ‘Bin It!’, the schools and council are
working hard to combine expertise and resources to help keep
local areas free from litter. This was a very successful event.

Britain & Ireland. On Monday 28th November a group of students
together with rotary representatives planted puple crocuses. This
was a very succesful event.

Purple 4 Polio
The purple crocus symbolises the story of the Polio Eradication
programme. The crocus was chosen as the purple colour matches
the dye painted on the little fingers of the children to show they
have been immunised. The Rotary Crocus Campaign is
co-ordinated by 3 Rotarians from Rotary International in Great

Lismore holds first Public Lecture

On Tuesday 22nd November Lismore held its first Annual Public Lecture which
focused on the poetry of Seamus Heaney. Special guest and former Principal Mr J
Corrigan introduced the main speaker Mr R Spence. Beyond our own school
community, local schools were also respresented at this special event.

Former Principal Mr J Corrigan
introduces Mr R Spence who gave
the main lecture on the night

Mrs F Kane (Principal) with Mr R
Spence (main speaker on Seamus
Heaney)

the main lecture on the night

Heaney)

Ernest Lawson (President of Portadown
Rotary Club), Mrs Fiona Kane (Principal), Mrs
Adams (Chair of Governors and Rotary
member) and Miss Smith (Eco Schools
Co-ordinator)

Green Schools Citizen Marine Environment
Conference
Recently students from Lismore represented
Eco Schools NI with a project entitled ‘Beauty
and the Beads’

Daniel Pires and Adam McShane who
attendeded a Marine Environment conference
in Dublin
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New School Building Update
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We are delighted that McAdam Design are the Architectural Design Team appointed to create our new state of the art school and facilities in
Lismore. A world renowned firm, with a particular reputation in Northern Ireland for creating excellent design in educational settings, work is well
underway towards realising our vision for the new school at Lismore. As well as school staff creating a vision board for the design team, along with
a Departmental wish list and visiting many other recently new built schools, we have had two public consultation events this term to garner
feedback from staff, governors, parents and our local community on the outline plans and design. Thank you to all who attended and gave our
communication team their views.
Our Design Team have taken on board so much of our wish list and magically weaved elements of our school history and heritage into the design
of the new build. For example, we are delighted that our architect has utilised the historic fort on our school grounds, of which the school is named
(An Lios Mor), which is mirrored in the plans with the stone façade on the front of the building representing strength, with wooden elements

further back into the building representing warmth and community living.
We are currently at Stage 2 in the overall process, awaiting Department for Education approval to move on to Stage 3.
All going to plan, we hope to be opening our new school in September 2019, the dream becoming a reality, a building of which we can be
truly proud.
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Sports Review

Girls’ Soccer

Pictured below are Lismore soccer girls who acted as ball girls and
flag girls at the recent World U19 International Championship, held
at Glenavon pitch where France played the USA.

U13 Netball
Regional
Development
Academy

U16 Boys’
Soccer

The U16 Boys’ Soccer
Team have progressed to
the quarter final of the N.I.
Cup. They have beaten
Campbell College 5-0, Ashfield boys 1-0 and Rainey
Endowed 3-1. Only one
other team in the history of
the school has won the N.I.
Cup and that was back in
the early 1980s. Good luck
to the boys who are only
three more games away
from creating their own
history!

Congratulations also to Ellen Breen,
Year 9, also selected for the U13 RDA
Netball Squad.

U16 Girls
Volleyball in NI Final
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Pictured below are girls
who attended the U15
RDA trials recently with
congratulations to both
Katie Blevins and
Naomh Beattie who
were successfully
selected.

The U13 Table Tennis Club

Northern Ireland
U14

Year 10 students Liam Toman and
Conner Byrne and Year 9 student
Oran O’Kane (pictured right)
represented Northern Ireland U14s
in the Madrid Cup in September.
This was a fantastic experience for
them as they played against Athletico Madrid, Bronby, PSG and the
Japanese National Team. The boys
have also been to Berlin, Latvia
and Athens on International duty in
the last 18 months.

Recently the boys’ and girls’ teams had a friendly against Malone College in preparation for the upcoming Ulster Schools Cup.
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U15 Netball
Regional Development
Academy

Congratulations – to the U16 Girls Volleyball team who have
secured a place in the Northern Ireland Volleyball Final after
Christmas. Well done.

segaP Pages 11_20_Layout 2 20/12/2016 16:21 Page 10
Pages 11_20_Layout 2 20/12/2016 16:21 Page 10

Breakfast Club and ‘The Box’ (tuck shop) Menu / Price List
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Health Promotion

Dead Cool! Smoking Prevention Programme
As part of Personal Development, all Year 9 pupils were involved in
the completion of a four week programme focusing on
smoking prevention. All resources and activities were developed and
provided by Cancer Focus. Pupils also received a
presentation from Cancer Focus as an introduction to the
programme.

Dates for your
Diary

January 2017

Year 12 ‘GCSE Prep Evening’, Wednesday 11th January 2017
‘Open Night’, Thursday 12th January 2017
Year 12 & 14 ‘Mock Exams’, Monday 16th - Wednesday 18th January
2017
Year 10 ‘Parent Teacher Meeting’ [TBC]

February 2017

Year 14 Interview Skills Day, Wednesday 1st February 2017
‘Options Evening’ - Thursday 9th February 2017 [TBC]
Mid-Term Break
Mid-Term Break, School closes, Monday 13th to Friday 17th February
2017 and reopens for all students on Monday 20th February
Year 9 ‘Parent Teacher Meeting’ [TBC]
Year 11 & 13 ‘Mock Exams’, Monday 20th - Wednesday 22nd February
2017

March 2017

Year 11 ‘Parent Teacher Meeting’ [TBC]
Year 8 ‘Parent Teacher Meeting’ Thursday 16th March 2017
School closed for all students on Thursday 16th and Friday 17th March
2017 and reopens for all students on Monday 20th March 2017

April 2017

Year 13 Work Experience, Monday 10th April - Thursday 13th April

2017
Easter Holidays
Term 2 will end for all other students on Wednesday 12th April at 3.15pm
and will reopen for all students on Tuesday 25th April 2017

May 2017

Bank Holiday - School Closed on Monday 1st May 2017
‘Sports Day’, Thursday 25th May 2017
School Closed for all students on Friday 26th and Monday 29th May
2017 and reopens for all students on Tuesday 30th May 2017

June 2017

02
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Summer ‘Internal Examinations’ (Year 8-10), Monday 5th June Friday 9th June 2017
Summer Holidays
Year 10 & 11 finish on Wednesday 28th June 2017 at 3.15pm
Year 8 & 9 finish on Friday 30th June 2017 at 12.30 pm

Year 8 & 9 finish on Friday 30th June 2017 at 12.30 pm

Word from
the Principal........

This first term has been extremely productive and
busy for all who learn and work in Lismore.
As you see from our Newsletter, the range of
opportunities and experiences open to our pupils to
develop their gifts, skills and talents is extensive
and continues to grow.
Just a reminder that our supervised After School
Study facilities for Key Stage 3,4 and 5 are
available to all students Monday – Thursday every
week from 3.15 pm – 4.45 pm and we also have our
Healthy Eating Tuck Shop and Stationery Store,
“The Box” well established.
We had a very informative Anti-Bullying week and
also a CEIAG (Careers Education Information
Advice and Guidance) week this term and a highlight of this was the Craigavon Area Learning
Community Careers Fair in the Civic Centre for all
post primary schools in the area.
We also had a tremendous school production, “The
Sound of Music” which brought Term 1 to close on
a high. The musical, dramatic and artistic talent
nurtured in our students in Lismore is second to
none.
Follow us on Twitter @lismorecomp and check out
our website www.lismorecomprehensive.org.uk for
up to date news of the life of our school. Many
thanks to all of our contributors to the school
newsletter, twitter and website and in particular to
the moderating and editing teams under the
direction of Mr F McVeigh.
Finally I would like to wish all our pupils, staff,
governors, friends of Lismore and all their families a
very Happy and Peaceful Christmas and Best
Wishes for 2017. I look forward to welcoming back
all of our students in the new year for another year
of hard work, followed by the all important celebration of the success that follows hard work.
God Bless, Mrs F Kane.
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